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Leslie Cabrera 
DETAINED 

ABOGADOS W 

4700 Millenia Bivd., Suite 500 
Orlando, FL 32839 
Phone: 305-507-7442 
leslie@abogudosw.com 
Attorney for Petitioner 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION 

GALICIA TOVAR, 
THOMAS, 

Petitioner, 

CASE No.: 4:26-cv-179 
Vv. 

Warden of Liberty County Jail, in 
his official capacity as custodian 
of Petitioner, 

Respondents. 
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PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. § 2241 

I. Introduction 

1. Petitioner Thomas Galicia Tovar ("Petitioner") respectfully petitions this Court for a writ 

of habeas corpus pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2241 to challenge his current detention and to 

seek immediate release or, in the alternative, prompt individualized review of the legal 

and factual basis for his continued custody. 

2. Petitioner is a native and citizen of Colombia and his Alien Registration Number is 

<< 
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3. Petitioner is currently detained at Liberty County Jail, 12499 Pogo Street, Bristol, Florida 

32321, within the jurisdiction of the United States District Court for the Northern District 

of Florida. 

II. Jurisdiction and Venue 

This Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 because Petitioner is in custody within 

this District and challenges the legality of that custody. 

1. Venue is proper in the Northern District of Florida because Petitioner is confined within 

this District and his immediate custodian is located within this District. 

III. Parties 

1. Petitioner: Thomas Galicia Tovar. 

2. Respondent: Warden of Liberty County Jail, in his official capacity as custodian of 

Petitioner and the official with immediate custody over Petitioner at Liberty County Jail, 

and therefore the proper respondent in this 28 U.S.C. § 2241 habeas action. 

IV. Exhaustion and Request for Expedited Consideration 

1. Petitioner requests expedited consideration because he is presently detained and seeks 

relief from unlawful custody. 

2. To the extent any exhaustion requirement is argued to apply, Petitioner alleges 

exhaustion is excused because: (a) habeas relief is necessary to prevent ongoing unlawful 

detention; and (b) administrative processes are inadequate to provide timely relief under 

the circumstances. 
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3. If the Court requires additional detail regarding exhaustion efforts, Petitioner requests 

leave to supplement this Petition. 

V. Factual Background 

1. Petitioner was born a 

2, On March 13, 2026, at approximately 10:53 a.m., a Panama City Beach Police 

Department officer observed a a traveling eastbound at 57 mph in a 40- 

mph zone and initiated a traffic stop. A true and correct copy of the Panama City Beach 

Police Department Offense-Incident Report No. 2609490 is hereby attached as Tab A. 

3. The traffic stop occurred in Panama City Beach, Florida, and the vehicle was stopped at 

Duplin Winery located at 10101 Panama City Beach Parkway. /d. 

4. The driver was identified as Rooney Alejandro Aviles Garzon (DOB Pa 007), and 

Petitioner was identified as the passenger, Thomas Galicia Tovar (DOB Be 006), 

after both presented temporary Florida driver's licenses. /d 

5. The officer reported that, using ELVIS, it was determined that the driver and Petitioner 

were not currently U.S. citizens. /d. 

6. The officer reported that Petitioner stated he entered the United States in 2023 by walking 

through the Laredo, Texas Port of Entry and has resided in Florida since. Jd 

7. The officer reported that Petitioner provided a work authorization card and that 

Petitioner's A-number was al, Id. 

8. The officer reported that a leo immigration helpline verified Petitioner did not hold valid 

documents to remain in the United States. Jd 
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9. The officer reported that an ICE hold was placed on Petitioner and that Petitioner was 

arrested and transported to the Bay County Jail. /d. 

10, DHS issued Petitioner a Notice to Appear (Form 1-862) alleging, among other things, that 

Petitioner entered the United States at or near San Ysidro, California on or about 

December 14, 2023, and was not admitted or paroled after inspection. A true and correct 

copy of the Notice to Appear (Form 1-862) is hereby attached as Tab B. 

11. The Notice to Appear states it was issued after an asylum officer found Petitioner 

demonstrated a credible fear of persecution or torture. Jd. 

12. The Notice to Appear orders Petitioner to appear before the Immigration Court at 3535 

Lawton Road, Suite 200, Orlando, Florida 32803 on November 30, 2027 at 8:30 a.m. Id. 

13. DHS also issued an Order of Release on Recognizance (Form 1-220A) dated December 

17, 2023, stating Petitioner was arrested and placed in removal proceedings and released 

on his own recognizance subject to conditions, including reporting for 

hearings/interviews and surrendering for removal if ordered. A true and correct copy of 

the Notice of Custody Determination/Order of Release on Recognizance (Form 1-220A) is 

hereby attached as Tab C. 

14. Petitioner is now detained at Liberty County Jail and seeks habeas relief from this Court. 

VI. Grounds for Relief 

Ground One: Unlawful detention in violation of the Constitution and laws of the United 

States (28 U.S.C. § 2241) 

1. Petitioner is in custody and challenges the legality of that custody under federal law. 
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2. Petitioner alleges he was detained following a traffic stop in which he was a passenger 

and not the driver. 

3, Petitioner alleges his continued detention is not supported by a lawful basis and violates 

due process. 

4. Petitioner requests that the Court order Respondent to show cause why Petitioner should 

not be released immediately. 

Ground Two: Due process violation based on lack of prompt individualized custody 
determination 

1. Petitioner alleges he is entitled to a prompt, individualized custody determination and 

meaningful review of the necessity of continued detention. 

2. Petitioner alleges that continued detention without adequate procedural safeguards 

violates the Due Process Clause. 

3. Petitioner requests an order requiring an immediate release or in the alternative, 

immediate custody hearing before an appropriate adjudicator, with the government 

bearing the burden to justify continued detention. 

VII. Requested Relief 

Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court: 

1. Issue an Order to Show Cause directing Respondent to respond to this Petition. 

2. Order Petitioner's immediate release from custody. 

3. In the alternative, order a prompt individualized custody hearing and/or other meaningful 

review of the legal and factual basis for Petitioner's continued detention. 

4. Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 
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VIII. Verification Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2242 

| represent Petitioner, Thomas Galicia Tovar, and submit this verification on his behalf. | 

hereby verify that the factual statements made in the foregoing Petition for Writ of Habeas 

Corpus are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, based on my 

communications with Petitioner, my review of his immigration and detention records, and other 

information reasonably available to me. 

Executed on April 16, 2026. 

(s/ Leslie Cabrera 

Leslie Cabrera 

ABOGADOS W 

4700 Millenia Blvd., Suite 500 

Orlando, FL 32839 

Phone: 305-507-7442 
leslie@abogadosw.com 

Attorney for Petitioner 
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Certificate of Service 

| HEREBY CERTIFY that on April 16, 2026, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was filed 

with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system. 

/s/ Leslie Cabrera 

Leslie Cabrera 

ABOGADOS W 
4700 Millenia Blvd., Suite 500 
Orlando, FL 32839 

Phone: 305-507-7442 
leslie@abogadosw.com 
Attorney for Petitioner 

Page 7 of 7 



Case 4:26-cv-00179-AW-MAF Documenti Filed 04/16/26 

TAB B 
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| DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
NOTICE TO APPEAR 

In removal pro section 240 of the Immi onality Act: 

a. 508! a ~ File No: >a 
waiasade * THOMAS GALICIA=TOVAR currently residing at: 

(Number, street, clty, state and ZIP coda) (Area code and phone number) 

{(} You are an arriving alien, 

[x] You are an alien prasent in the United States who has not been admitted or paroled. 

[[} You have been admitted to the United States, but are removable for the reasons stated below. 

The Department of Homeland Security alleges that you: 
1. You are not a citizen or national of the United States; 
2. You are a native of COLOMBIA and a citizen of COLOMBIA ; 
3. You entered into the United States at or near SAN YSIDRO, CA, on or about December 24, 2623 ; 
4. You were not then admitted or paroled after inspection by an Immigration Officer. 

On the basis of tha foregoing, Itis charged that you are subject to removat from the United States pursuant to the following provision(s) of law: 

212 (a) (6) (A) (4) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended, in that you are an alien present in the United States without being admitted or paroled, or who entered into the United States at any time or Place other than as designated by the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, 

[7] This notica is being issued after an asylum officer has found that the respondent has demonstrated a credible fear of persecution or tortura. 

[_} Section 235{b){1) order was vacated pursuant to: (J 8cFR 208.30 (7) ecrr 235.3(b)(5){iv) 

YOU ARE ORDERED to appear before an Immigration judge of the United States Department of Justice at: 
3535 LAWTON ROAD, SUITE 200 ORLANDO FL 32803 
(Complete Address of Immigration Cou, including Room Number, Hany} 

on November 30, 2027 g, 08:30 AM {o show why you should not be removed from the United States based on the (Date) (Time) 
MICHAEL J VELEZ charge(s) set forth above, Acting/Patro] Agent in Charge iiirtrmpak 1 laa 

(Signalure and Tite of isulog Offices) 7 
Date: December 17, 2023 _ Laredo, TX 

(City and State} 

DHS Form 1-862 (6/22) 
—_— 
age 1o 
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Notice to Respondent 

egainat you In removal proceedings. 

Warning: Any slaternant you make may ba used 

Served upon you I evidence of your fen feplatration whe you ara i removal proceedings, 

istration: This copy of the Notes to Appear 8 

apeari camry N with you at af tte. 
tw 

: be represented in this proceeding, at na expened lo the Government, by an attomey oF Individual 

asin pent ny aon pene scree te Executv Offa fer nmigeaton Review, purnuent io d CER 1003.16, Uness you 60 

a esdand gtd pe ere ba an ey fom le it oe la yo fic! eo ar au Ao 

roan, anonyn en orparzabo way be ave a eprevel yOu con witb Peied win oc 

H of your hearing, should bring with you any atfdavils of other documents thal you desire fo have considered 

ene ee pers wanohes he tony of any witnonse considered, you should arrange fo have such winosses present at 

Fre poerng, At your Deeg a iven tn cpp) tar or dey do lof aaglon inthe Hoe c Appear, nude em YoY 

He peribiensaenty You wt have an opportunity lo present evidence on yout own behall, 0 examine any evidence presented by te 

Sovemnee to object, on proper legal grounds, to the recalp! of evidence and fo cront examine any witnesses presented by the Government, At the 

condusion of your hearing, you have a right bo appeal an adverse declalon by tha lmmigeslon judgd. You wil be advised by the immigration Judge 

cafare wher you appeat of any rele rn remove! fr which you 

a rennonedie opportunity to Make BAy ‘uch application fa the Immigration Judge, 

+ if you betleve you may be eligible for asytum, you munt fie a Form +589, Application for Asylum and for 

Raegutdals A APE ae insucton 4, reiteration on where to fla tha Form can be found at weew.uscle aovi-889. Felkxe to fe 

the Form 1-589 within one year of arrival may ber you from elighisty to epply for asylum purauanl to section 208(8X2XB) of the immigrabor and 

Natlonslty Act 
sr: You are. ‘ed 10 provide the Department of Homeland Securily {OHS), In writing, with your ful mailing address and telephone 

ee Yee re ronan ‘Court and the DHS immedistely by using Form EOIR-33 whenever you change your address or telephone 

mumber during the course of this procesding. You wil be provided wil a copy ofthis form. Notices of hearing wil be mailed lo tia address. H you do 

not submnlt Form EOIR-33 and do not otherwise provide en addrass at which you may be reached during proceedings, then the Government shal not 

re eauired te provide you wih writen notice of your hearing. you fal to atlend the hearing altho be and place Gesipnsie’ on wis nos, HF any 

date aa dine pte rected by the immigration Court, # removal order may be made by (he immigration judge In your absence, and you may be 

arrested and detsined by the DHS, 

Mandatory Duty to Surrender for Removal: Hyou become subject to 3 final order of removal, you must surrender for removal to your local DHS: 

office, listed on tre Intomat at hitay . a8 directed by the DHS and required by statute and regulation. Immigration 

regulations at 8 CFR 1241.1 define when the removal order becomes administratively final, you are granted voluntary departure and fail to depart 

tha United States as required, fall to post a bond in connaction with voluntary departure, or fat to comply with any other condition or term in 

connection with voluntary departure, you must surrender for removal on the next business day thereafter, If you do not surrender for removal a3 

required, you wil be ineligible for all forms of discretionary reial for as fong Bs you remain In the United States and for ten years after your departure 

o removal. This mesns you will be ineligible for asylum, cancellation of removal, voluntary departure, adjustment of status, change of noninanigrak 

status, registy, and related waivers for this period. If you do not surrender for removal as required, you may also be criminally prosecuted under 

section 243 of tha Immigration and Nationality Act 

US. Citizenship Claims: if you bebeve you are a Uniled States citizen, plsase advise the DHS. jis ICE Law Entorcament vasrcn at (858) 4484908. pl ise the DHS by calling the | Support Center 

Sensitive locations: To the axtent that an enforcement action leading to 8 removal proceeding was takan against Respondent 
described in 8 U.S.C, § 1229(6X(1), such action compiled with 6 U.8.C, § 1367, ™ ma ecaton 

Request for Prompt Hearing 

To expedite 8 determination In my case, Erequest this Notice to Appear be filed with the Ext ‘ecutive Office for lnmig Review 
possible, | waive my right (0 @ 10-day period prior to appesring before an immigration judge and request A hearty be seduiea, “nes 

Before: 

{Signature of Respondent} 

(Signature and Tite of Immigration Officer) Cates 

Certificate of Service 

ote gaa torved on the respondent by me on Ssresber 17, 2023 1h the following manner and in compliance with section 

inperson (J by cortiied mal, rtumed receipt # 
Attached is a credible lear worksheet, 

Attached Is a list of organization and attorneys which provide free legal services, 

requested — [} by reguiar mad 

‘Tha alien was provided oral notice in the SPANISH 
consequences ol falure to appear os provided In section 240(0)7) of te Ack language of the tine and place of his or hor hearing and of the 

efused to Sign STERLING E. SOLANO, Borde STERLING E , 

(Signaiive of Respondent I Personally Served) Patrol Agwee  _ pa aENERY a0 
(Signature and Tile of officer) 

OHS Form 1-882 (6/22) 
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Privacy Aci Statement 

Authority: 
Tm ot Homelend Seourty through U.8, Immigration and Cunloms Enforcement (ICE), U.S Customs and Border Protection {CP}, nd U.S, bd Invnigraton Bervices (U8CIS) ary authorized to coect the information fequested on this form pursusnt fo Sections 109, 237, 239, 240, ft 200 0 fe trvmiration ard Nationality Ack (INA), ab amended (8 U.8.0, 1103, 1220, 42208, and 1360), and the regulations latued pursuant thereto, 
Purpose: 
‘You are being paked to sigh wd date this Notice lo Appaar (NTA) an an acknowledgemant of personal recalpt of hs notice, This nodce, when Sled with Seats a et ra a a ropa ja! authority under dings a , Cw tel oF conduct efegéd egeinat Vo be ih valet Of Naw, tha chafgen agatnal you, and the slatutory provisions dteged lo have been violeied, The NTA also includes WiorahSn the conduet of the temovel hearing, pour Hight to representation at fo expenite to tie govormant, the requéement to Inform EOIR of any change in ‘Sddrobn, the cohedyuohoea Kot faltg to ir. bh thal geriersty, Hf you wish fo apply for asyiumn, yOu must do $0 within one yar of your ertval in the | United Statea, you dhooes 13 ign bind dal thd NTA, that Information wit be used fo confirm that you receNved K, and for recordkeeping. 

Routing Veen: 
Fot United Staton Chizens, Lewtul Permanent Residents, of individuals whose records are covered by the Judiclal Redrass Act of 2015 15 U.S.C, $5520 ‘note), Your Information may ba diackosted in wecordance with tne Privacy Act of 1974, 8 U.8.C. § 682a(b), Including pursusnt fo the rextine uses. publiched in the folowing ay tyilemns of records notices (SORN): DHSAUSCISICE/CBP-001 Alen Fle, Index, and National Fhe Tracking Soni of 
Records, DHSAISCIS-007 Beneft Information System, DHSACE-011 Criminal Arrest Records and inmigration Enforcement Records (CARIER), and OHSACE O08 Genaral Counsel Electionio Manaparnont Syslom (GEMS), and DHS/CBP-023 Border Patrol Enforcement Records (BPER), These SORNt can be Viewed al hitay . When diaclosad Io the DOJ‘s EOIR (or iimigration proceadings, this ‘Wormatioh tal ts mabalned and used by OOd W covered by Ina fohowing DO BORN: ECIR-001, Records and Management information System, or ; By updated or pueoestor SORN, which can be viewed at hilos Jn alice aovionetidolavatems-racords, Further, your Information may be Gsclosed Dursuart Wo route wees described in We abovementioned DHS SORNG or DOJ EOIR SORN 10 faderal,élsta, local, bel, tenntoral, and forwign few ‘agehdies for enforcement, investigatory, Ikigation, or other slmier purposes, 

Racttats 8 Sbrcerat under Utd Sata lew and DHS pote, ta fomaton you provide may be shated inamalywitio OHS, 3 weds win fecal ste, cal tbl oval, and feel ew enforcement: cher govermenlegancies; and other pate or enfrcamant, ivesigatoy, Kigaton, ‘or obher similar puposes. 

Disclosure: 
Prewirg your signature andthe data of your gnats in voluntary, There are no etfects.on you for not proving yout sgnture and deta: however, ‘emeval proceedings may continue noteitstanding the fadura or refusal to provid tha information, 

DHS Form 1-882 (6/22) 
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Order of Release on Recognizance 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

CE Fe No ——_— 
Date: December 17, 2023 
Event No tl 

tn accordance with section 236 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 

| Regulations, you are being released on your own recognizance 

Name: THOMAS GALICIA-TOVAR 

You have been arrested and placed in removal proceedings, 

and the applicable provisions of Title 8 of the Code of Federa 

provided you comply with the following conditions: 

5 You must report for any hearing or interview as directed by the Department of Homeland Security or the Executive Office for 

immigration Review. 

(2) You must surrender for removal from the United States if so ordered. 

{x} You must report in (verlelng) (person) to AS INDICATED ON THE ATTACHED OREC G-S6 
Coens) ; (Name and Tile of Case Officer) 

on 
{Day of cach week of manth) (Time) al 

(Location of DHS OfMee) 

If you are allowed to report in writing, the report must contain your name, alien registration umber, curtent address, place of 

employment, and other pertinent information as required by the officer listed above. 

Tz] You must not change your place of residence without first securing written permission from the immigration officer listed above. 

fz] You must not violate any local, Slate, or Federal laws or ordinances, 

[) You must assist the Department of Homeland Security in obtaining any necessary travel documents. 

[2] Other: THAT YOU DO NOT COMMIT ANY CRIMES WHILE ON THIS ORDER OF RELEASE. 

LJ See attached sheet containing other specified conditions (Continae on separate sheet If required) 

NOTICE: Failure to comply with the conditions of this order may result In revocation of your release and your arrest and 

detention by the Department of Homeland Security. 

MICHAELS VELEZ <>) 
Date: 2023,12.17 23:19:13 yoege 
0109836261.CB? “ 

(Signanze of DELS Official) 

Acting/Patrol Agent in Charge 

(Prinued Name snd Tile of Official) 

Allen's Acknowledgment of Conditions of Release on Recognizance 

{ hereby acknowledge that I have (read) (had interpreted and explained to me in the SPANISH language) 

and understand the conditions of my release as set forth in this order. | further understand that if 1 do not comply with these 

conditions, the Department of Homeland Security may revoke my release without further notice. 
Da 22) 216 

STERLING E, SOLANO Sowawicur Sor YG T 12/17/2023 
(Signature of immigration Officer Serving Order) (Signature of Alien) (Deu) 

Cancellation of Order 

Ihereby cancel this order of release because: [[] The alien failed to comply with the conditions of release. \ 

C) The alien was taken into custody for removal, 
{Signature of Immigration Officer Canccling Order) (Date)
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I yeu ere visiting a fiehd omtew and neve dinvvsions, lochuing public {rantpertation directlons, please see wey sacle, gor/feldotfices for meee information. 

[ ____ Notice for People with Disabilities ~] 
To request a disaNlity aorinmndation: 

* Go tounts poviaivornmodations to make yout request online, or * Callthe LSCHS Conta Center at 800-395-8985 (TTY 800.969, 1813) for help in English or Spanish. Arytum and NACARA 209 applicants must call to make their request, 

Uyce need a sign language interpreter, make Your request as soon ag yOu teceive your appoiniment notice, The more advance notice we have of your axcommedation roquest, the belt let prepared we can be and fess likely we will need to reschedule your appointment. For more information about secommodations, visit uscis,gov/secommodal ionginfo. 
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TAB C 



DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
NOTICE OF CUSTODY DETERMINATION 

Adiert's Marna: 
Afile Nuenber —— 

Ome, 12/17/2023 
Pits —
= 

_ 

PYMUHOT It ihe nuthany exetaned it ee rbot 236 rat Dag deremigeshie sane Natonably Act urd part 276 of ttle B. Code Fogaral Resilehees, | paren detained taal, pacing 6 fad aomuniatrative daterninsxtinn in fie Cate poy wil be 
L_] Smtanind by the Deparseil pt hattetands Security, 

iyo Peeoned (heck af thal merely. 

UY Aineer Domd wt tat amount of § 
fy On pour ova Bless Ika lan 

if Undies other cantons, Mudiiona Goce) wilh tee stance | 
Mis AT OC Ege - 

shoes | Bp =e 42/19/2023 1923 ne a ELE ececie dda Bi SA nc esse Natta ore Tognakce al Authorized CMa fain ane Tara pita 

F 

| 

ou ay Reps! & tees of they HdSody ibvinemnngnon by a innregeyr. Ut page 
IS) Paekeowtadge revecat of thes Radic ees, ger! 

1, 1G teguest ant comagrance suites entew of ihig Custody determination 

7, 180 Ot ron uosT art mnm-granan jutipe menew of thes cualody detonation 

The oonben ol tex restos aye siacioy TOMA Baa tose 

(feaeie SF Aten? 7" iNaere oF cares aac: VEE! DO gape 
Mea GEL Sosa ; SOLANO, STetMe pe ea feoatk. uot 

Sari arc Srgnanee tf Ola we OO Sara be Faieier internnaing (4 ASSERT 

the SPANISK 

Bordge Patrus Agence 
siemiitsein hate comes Tite 

DG F comes 1-286 (1734, 


