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Leslie Cabrera DETAINED
ABOGADOS W

4700 Millenia Blvd., Suite 500
Orlando, FL 32839

Phone: 305-507-7442
leslielwabogudosw.com
Attorney for Petitioner

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION
)
GALICIA TOVAR, )
THOMAS, )
)
Petitioner, )
) CASE No.: 4:26-cv-179
V. )
)
Warden of Liberty County Jail, in )
his official capacity as custodian )
of Petitioner, )
)
Respondents. )
)

PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS PURSUANT 1028 U.S.C. §2241

L Introduction
I. Petitioner Thomas Galicia Tovar ("Petitioner") respectfully petitions this Court for a writ
of habeas corpus pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2241 to challenge his current detention and to
seek immediate release or, in the alternative, prompt individualized review of the legal
and factual basis for his continued custody.

2. Petitioner is a native and citizen of Colombia and his Alien Registration Number is

5
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3. Petitioner is currently detained at Liberty County Jail, 12499 Pogo Street, Bristol, Florida

32321, within the jurisdiction of the United States District Court for the Northern District

of Florida.

I1. Jurisdiction and Venue

This Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 because Petitioner is in custody within

this District and challenges the legality of that custody.

|. Venue is proper in the Northern District of Florida because Petitioner is confined within

this District and his immediate custodian is located within this District.

II1. Parties

1. Petitioner: Thomas Galicia Tovar.
2. Respondent: Warden of Liberty County Jail, in his official capacity as custodian of
Petitioner and the official with immediate custody over Petitioner at Liberty County Jail,

and therefore the proper respondent in this 28 U.S.C. § 2241 habeas action.
IV. Exhaustion and Request for Expedited Consideration

. Petitioner requests expedited consideration because he is presently detained and seeks
relief from untawful custody.

2. To the extent any exhaustion requirement is argued to apply. Petitioner alleges
exhaustion is excused because: (a) habeas relief is necessary to prevent ongoing unlawful
detention; and (b) administrative processes are inadequate to provide timely relief under

the circumstances.
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3. If the Court requires additional detail regarding exhaustion efforts, Petitioner requests

leave to supplement this Petition.

V. Factual Background

", o
1. Petitioner was born on>A<

2, On March 13, 2026, at approximately 10:53 a.m., a Panama City Beach Police
Department officer observed a»v _< traveling castbound at 57 mph in a 40-
mph zone and initiated a traffic stop. 4 true and correct copy of the Panama City Beach
Police Depariment Offense-Incident Report No. 2609490 is hereby attached as Tab A.

3. The traffic stop occurred in Panama City Beach, Florida, and the vehicle was stopped at
Duplin Winery located at 10101 Panama City Beach Parkway. /d.

4. The driver was identified as Rooney Alejandro Aviles Garzon (DOB »XZOO?), and
Petitioner was identified as the passenger, Thomas Galicia Tovar (DOB 2006),
after both presented temporary Florida driver's licenses, Jd.

5. The officer reported that, using ELVIS, it was determined that the driver and Petitioner
were not currently U.S. citizens. /d,

6. The officer reported that Petitioner stated he entered the United States in 2023 by walking
through the Laredo, Texas Port of Entry and has resided in Florida since. /d

7. The officer reported that Petitioner provided a work authorization card and that
Petitioner's A~-number was>x<. 1d,

8. The officer reported that a leo immigration helpline verified Petitioner did not hold valid

documents to remain in the United States. /d.
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9. The officer reported that an ICE hold was placed on Petitioner and that Petitioner was
arrested and transported to the Bay County Jail. /d.

10. DHS issued Petitioner a Notice to Appear (Form 1-862) alleging, among other things, that
Petitioner entered the United States at or near San Ysidro, California on or about
December 14, 2023, and was not admitted or paroled after inspection. A true and correct
copy of the Notice to Appear (Form 1-862) is hereby attached as Tab B.

[1. The Notice to Appear states it was issued after an asylum officer found Petitioner
demonstrated a credible fear of persecution or torture. /d.

12. The Notice to Appear orders Petitioner to appear before the Immigration Court at 3535
Lawton Road, Suite 200. Orlando, Florida 32803 on November 30, 2027 at 8:30 a.m. Id.

13. DHS also issued an Order of Release on Recognizance (Form 1-220A) dated December
17.2023. stating Petitioner was arrested and placed in removal proceedings and released
on his own recognizance subject to conditions, including reporting for
hearings/interviews and surrendering for removal if ordered. A rrue and correct copy of

the Notice of Custody Determination/Order of Release on Recognizance (Form I-2204) is

hereby attached as Tab C.

14, Petitioner is now detained at Liberty County Jail and secks habeas relief from this Court.

V1. Grounds for Relief

Ground One: Unlawful detention in violation of the Constitution and laws of the United

States (28 U.S.C. § 2241)

|. Petitioner is in custody and challenges the legality of that custody under federal law.
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2. Petitioner alleges he was detained following a traffic stop in which he was a passenger
and not the driver.

3. Petitioner alleges his continued detention is not supported by a lawful basis and violates
due process.

4. Petitioner requests that the Court order Respondent to show cause why Petitioner should

not be released immediately.

Ground Two: Due process violation based on lack of prompt individualized custody
determination

1. Petitioner alleges he is entitled to a prompt, individualized custody determination and
meaningful review of the necessity of continued detention.

2. Petitioner alleges that continued detention without adequate procedural safeguards
violates the Due Process Clause.

3. Petitioner requests an order requiring an immediate release or in the alternative,
immediate custody hearing before an appropriate adjudicator, with the government

bearing the burden to justify continued detention.

VII. Requested Relief

Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court:

I. Issue an Order to Show Cause directing Respondent to respond to this Petition.

2. Order Petitioner’s immediate release from custody.

3. In the alternative, order a prompt individualized custody hearing and/or other meaningful
review of the legal and factual basis for Petitioner's continued detention.

4. Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.
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VIII. Verification Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2242

| represent Petitioner, Thomas Galicia Tovar, and submit this verification on his behalf. |
hereby verify that the factual statements made in the foregoing Petition for Writ of Habeas
Corpus are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, based on my
communications with Petitioner, my review of his immigration and detention records, and other

information reasonably available to me.

Executed on April 16, 2026.

s/ Leslie Cabrera

Leslie Cabrera

ABOGADOS W

4700 Millenia Blvd., Suite 500
Orlando, FLL 32839

Phone: 305-507-7442
feslie/gabogadosw.com
Attorney for Petitioner
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Certificate of Service
IHEREBY CERTIFY that on April 16, 2026, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was filed

with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system.

/s/ Leslie Cabrera

Leslie Cabrera

ABOGADOS W

4700 Millenia Blvd., Suite 500
Orlando, FL 32839

Phone: 305-507-7442
leslie@abogadosw.com
Attorney for Petitioner
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

NOTICE TO APPEAR
p—— anctlan 240 of the Imal onslity Act:
suject Dl Iiks W_ G ——
:‘ei::or;:;f of THOMAS  GALICIA-TOVAR cutrently rasiding at
{Naber, sest, cy,slate and ZIP codo) TAten oot sl hiorie et
(] You are an aniving afien.

[X] You are an atien prasent in the United States who has no! baan admitied or paroled.
[ You have bean admitied 1o the Unitad States, but are removable for the reasons slated below.

The Department of Homeland $ecurity sleges that you:

1. You are not a citizen or national of the United States;

2. You are a native of COLOMBIA and a citizen of COLOMBIA ;

3. You entered into the United States at or near SAN YSIDRO, CA , on or about Decembar
14, 2023 ;

4. You were not then admitted or paroled after inspection by an Immigration Officer.

On the basis of tha foregoing, Itis charged that you are sublect to removal from the United States pursuant to the following
provision{s) of law:

212(a) (6] (A) (1) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended, in that you are an
alien present in the United States without being admitted or paroled, or who entered
into the United States at any time or place other than a3 designated by the Secretary
of the Department of Homeland Security,

D This nolics Is belng issued after an asylum officer has found that the respondent has demonstratad a cradibie fear of
persecution or {ortura,

[[J section 235{b}{1) order was vacated pursuan to: [] scFr208.30 (0 scrr 235.3(bX5){v)

YOU ARE ORDERED to appear befora an Immigration Judge of the Uniled States Dapariment of Justics at:

3535 LAWTON ROAD, SUITE 200 ORLANDO FL 32803
{Campiele Address nflnvnigmlanoud.hﬁmngRoaannbanlrmy)
on November 30, 2027 at  08:30 AM

ta show why you should not ba remaved from the United States bassd on the

(Date} (Time) MICHAEL ) VELEZ
Dase: 3023,12.47 3915:97 0400
chargels) sel forth above, Acting/Patrol Agent in Charge 010983626!.@1‘-&;-.?
{Signature and Titre of Issuing Officer)
Date: Decembsr 17, 2023 Lareds, TX
(City and Sigte}

DHS Form 1862 (6/22) Page 10f 3
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[-g—/ Notlcs lo Respondant
Warning: Any slateran! yoU make may bs used sgainst you In romovsl proceedingl.

Alivn Reglstration; Tnia copy of Iha Nobos 1 Agpasr §rved Upon you s avidencs of your alen fegiairation whils you 4te in ramavel procesdings,

Youmnmﬁndiourrynwmpuuulmm - '

; be repraseniod In Lhi pricasding, # na sxpansd ko the Govsmmant, by 8n atiomay of "
R'M'::;E&zm?ﬁwm M?:;‘N Exscullve Ofica for [mmigrstion Aedew, pursvant o § CFR 1003,18, Undess MNWU‘O
i hoaring wih be scheduled varfer han in days irom tha dale of (e malice, 10 alow you sufficient ime 10 secure counsel, A el of
request, no e svaiabla bo tepressnt you sl na conl wil be provided wiih (e notice.

quakied atiomeys and orpanizations who may .

: of your henring, nhouldbrhowimmwummwowdowmmmywambw-mﬁe
cmwmduﬂ 2 m\:ﬂ:mxmu:?y;m mhmm mn: toy:uhrnony of any witnesnan considerid, you thoufd arrangs io have such winansed prasant st
by peariog. At m' wilbe given the opporiunty 1o admil or deny dny or afl &f he alisgations b the Notie to Appesr, inciuding that you
o mﬂq{my::m e witt havi an pporunity 19 peaiant avidence on your own behall, 16 axamine sny evidence prasanied by the
“G ovOrmmact, 10 bject, on propét Jege! grounds, 1o the recalpl of avidance snd to crond exsmind any witnassed prasended by the Govarnment,
conchusion of your hesring. you have  rloht 1o Bppeal en advarse daclalon by tha immigralon [udgd. You wil by advised by the immigration judge
pators Whom you .ppufo'! sny relted Irom cameval for which you may spouat efigitde inchuding the privilege of voluntary departure. You il be given
a resdonabie opportunity ko make say such applcation the immigmtion Judgs.

+ M you betiove you may b eligible for asylum, you must fe @ Form 589, Applcation for Asylum snd for

b AﬁMﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁfnﬁm tndvzaulormiﬂon o, whers Lo fi the Form can be found ol wetw.unc(n.aoult-589. Failurs o e

g wioi ooy of sl may b you o ety 0 9ol fo aao pusuani o secon 208(8)EXE) of heimmiratan nd

Nationsity Act
r: You are od 10 provide he Department of Homeland Securily (DHS}, Inwriling, with your full maiing address and telsphoria
mr.‘:’: p‘n;ﬂmwwmm&m Court and the DHS immedialely by using Form EOIR-33 whenever you change your address o Lalephons
pumber duning the courss of this proondhq.YbuwilboMadmmawpyormfam.mwndmwnqmubombdbmm.ltywdo
o submit Forra EOIR-33 ard do nol otherwisa provide an addrass st which you may be reached during proceedings, then the Government shall not
umwadhpmﬂeyouwahwﬁunnmumdywhum.l!ynurnlllolaordmehudnglw\eﬂmandplmawmmmm;orw
date undﬂmeNudimdodbyuMmIgnUchmlremmlordormaybemadebymelmnlonﬂoﬂwhmamﬂu.andyoumaybe

arrested and detsingd by the DHS,

Mandatory Duty to Surrendar for Rameval: If you bacome subject o 3 final ordar of removal, you must surrendar for removal o your local DHS
offics, listed on the lntomal at hito:/hwww |ce.govicentactiyro, a3 direcled by the DHS and required by statute and regulation. Immigration
regutations 3t § CFR 1241.1 define when the removal order becomos administratively final, If you are granted voluntary degarturs and fad o degart
tha Unllad States as raquired, fal to post a bond in connaction with voluntary departure, of Isi to comply with any olher condition o tleem in
connection with voluntary departurs, you must surender for remaval on the naxt business day thereaflar. If you do not surmender for removal as
retUirad, you will ba inaligibie for all forms of discrationary relief for as long ss you remain in the Urited States and for ten yoars after your departure
of remaval. This means you wil be Ineligible for asylum, cancedation of removal, voluniary departure, adjustrrant of status, change of nonimmigrand
status, registry, and related waivers for this pariod.  you do ol surrender for removal a3 required, you may also b criminally prosecuted under
saction 243 of tha Immigration and Nationality Acl.

U,S. Citizenship Claims: If you believe you are 8 Unilad States citizan, please advise the DHS irg the ICE Law Enforcament Support
toll frew at (855) 448-6903, P e i i

Sansitive locations: To the axient that an enfarcement action leading lo 8 semoval procesding was taksn sgainst Respondent
described In 8 US.C, § 1220(e)(1), such action complied with 8 U.8.C, § 1367, e s locaton

Raquest for Prompt Hearing

To expedite a delsrmination In my case, | request this Nolice 1o Appaar be fiad with the Ex
scutive Office
possibie, Iwalwmynqhtloa10—dayper£odpﬁonowmgu,mmmumwwmm“gmmmgtnRuviemmu

Before:

[Signature of Respondent}

Signature end Tite o Immigration Ofican) Dote: ______

Certificate of Sarvice

This Nolice To Appear was sarved on the respondent by meon  Deresber 17, 2023
e by .hwmunmwhwmhmmudhn
npeson [ by certiled mal, retumed recsipt #
Attached is 8 credible lear worksheet,
Attached Is 8 list of organization and attomeys which provide free lagal servicas,

requesied D by regular mad

The stion was pmwvided oral notice in the SPANISH angusg
moqmmd!auuulotppwupmfdadhucﬁnnz&wb)(?)uflhom 5 e s place of I o e Harig g of e
Refused to Sign ETLALING £, 00, Borcr e oS
{Sipnature of R Patrol Agenc - 2073.12.14 43 -93:00
aspondent if Personally Servec) SiNGais cpp M
(Signatum and Tie of oficer)

OHS Form 1-882 (6/22)
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Privacy Act Blatamant

Authotty!

™0 of Homelnd Securtty ieough U8, mmigration snd Cusloms Enforcemant (ICE), 1.8 Cusioms snd Bord Protection {CBP). snd U 8.
and imetkoration Bervices (USCIS) are uthorized b coflect ihe Informatlon faquested on this form pursuent to Sectons 103, 237, 239, 240,

4 200 of the ¥mmigration and Nationalty Act (INA), 0 amended [81.8.2, 1103, 1220, 12208, and 1380), and the reguistions lssued pursuant Terelo,

Purposht

You 8w being mked 1o oigh #vd date s Noties Lo Appaar NTA) a8 an feknowledgemant of parsons tscaelpl of this netiea, This nofice, when fled with
ekl g prelb s T T @‘?ﬁ’?&%’f A ot ot bty . b T ottt st
e j ! aulhority und [rocesding) are , the eth of conduct afieged sgainet

15 b I ilalion o e, e chasons againil you, and 1 atalicry provisions legad lo havi bean violeted, The NTA awo includes h:mm’ﬁ‘.m’“‘
the conduet of the fomaval aring, your Hoht bo repradenistion al no #xpene k6 ta governmenl, the tequkemant b inform EQIf of any change in
Sddreba, the Sohbblvbinds kit falng r. i thal Gonersty, f you wish fo apply for sryium, YOu must 42 10 wihin one yoaf of your amtvel in e
Uritad Statad. ybu chooks 1 Dign bad date MM NTA, that klormation wit be Lied fo confirm thal you receled K. snd for recordheeping.

Routing Usas:

For Unitad Sttt Chizens, Lawil Permanent Reskdants, or Individuals whova records ave coverod by the Judiclal Redrass Act of 201515 US.C. § $52a
Tote), your information may b Sacioatd i 8ocondance with the Privacy Act of 1674, 5 U.8.C. § 562a(b), inchuding pursusnt ko the rovtine uess
publshed In B Tohowing DHS ybls of records naticas (SORN): DHSUSCISACE/CBP.001 Aen Fle, indax, snd Nafions! Fie Tracking e.Emm o
Recoros, DHSAISCIS 007 Benef information Systam, DHSACE011 Crninal Arras] Records #nd kmmigration Enforcement Recorda (CARY 'rn:). nd
OHSACE-D0) Garwral Counel Elctronio Mansgainent Sysiom {GEMS), and DHS/CBP-023 Border Patrol Enforcement Records (BPER),

SORNS tan be viewsd a hitn ¢ peords-nolices-aoma. When disciossd L the DO EQIR for Imimigration proceedings, tis
informalioh thal ts maktsined by 0OJ covared by tha folowing DOJ BORN: ECIR-001, Records and Mansgemant [nformation System, or
81ty updated or muconssor SORN, which can be Viewsd al hitog: iy hialcs, covicocliol 4valams-1acords, Further, your Infarmabion may be disciosed
PUTIAALY, toutid s deacrioed in the obovementioned DHS SORN or DOJ EQIR BORN 10 faderal, slate, local, 1ibal, lemtorial, snd forwign few

Agencied tor anforoamant, nveagatory, igation, of othar simiat purposes.,

Fwﬂmuwnuna«umcssuumwumousponcy.vummmmnywprm-mwbew“mmﬂ"‘m!9“3-“*"“"”‘
mﬁmbﬂLM|Mmdmmhmanmnmmmlmndu:wmnﬂﬂm for srtiorcamant, investigaiory, Bgatan,
o sinllar putposss.

Disclosurs:
Pmmmmmmummmummy.mmmmmxanmmmwmwmmmm:m-
MwmmmmmmwmmmmmumMmmmmm

DHS Form 1862 (8122) Pagadol3
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Order of Release on Recognizance

US. Department ol Tlomeland Securlty
e FIeND F—__—&#_—"_"_._I

Daie: December 17, 2023

amw
_—
Name: THOMAS  GALICIA-TOVAR __ _

In accordance with section 236 of the fmmigration and Nationality Act

You have been amested and placed In removal proceedings. 2
| Regulations, you are being released on your ow recognizance

and the applicable provizions of Title 8 of the Code of Federa
provided you corply with the following conditions:

5] You must report for any hearing or intervicw s directod by the Depariment of Homeland Sceurity or the Executive Office for

immigration Review.
& You must surrender for removal from the United States if so ordered.

{2 You must report in (walag) (person) to __ ASINDICATED ON TIIE ATTACHED OREC G4
(e 1nd T2 of Cate Olficer]

a on
{Day of each week of manth) {Tima)

(Location of DHS Office)
1f you are allowed o repart in writing, the repart must contain your name, alien registration pumber, current address, place of
employment, and other pertinent information as required by the officer listed sbove.

[ You must not change your place of residence without first securing written permission from the immigration officer listed above.
[@ You must not violale any local, State, or Federal laws or ordinances.

(X You must assist the Department of Homeland Sceurity in obtaining any necessary travel documents.
3} Other: THAT YOU DO ROT COMMIT ANY CRIMES WHILE ON THIS QRDER OF RELEASE.

[} Sec attached sheet containing other specificd condilions (Costinae on septrste shect If required)

NOTICE: Failure to comply with the conditions of this order may result ln revocation of your release and your arrest and
detention by the Department of Homeland Security,

MICHAELJVELEZ =%,
Date: zm.mw:nm%
0109436261.CBP v

{Sigranze of DHI3 Official)

Acting/Patrol Agent in Charge
(Prinsed Name and Titke of Official)

Alien's Acknowledgment of Condltions of Release on Recognizance

{ hereby acknowledge that 1 have (read) (had interpreted and explained to me in the SPANISH language)
and understand the conditions of my relcase as set forth in this order. | further understand that if 1 do not comply with these
conditions, the Department ot;Tliganlmsg Securnity may revoke my release without further notice.

NG E
STERLING £. SQLANO ”””"1"%““ e
: amssicer T 12/17/2023

(Slgnature of Immigrabion OlTicer Sorving Order) (Signanae of Alica) (Dun)

Cancellation of Order

I hereby cancel this order of release because:  [J Theo alien failed to comply with the conditions of release. .
[J The alien was taken into custody for remaval,

{Signatyro of Immigratioa Oficer Canceling Order) {Dale)

Foem 220A (Rev. 0801AT) N
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17 yvu e visiting  fichd offlow and moed dirvtions, Inchouking poablic dranspertation directhm, please tee wowascls gov/fekdolfices for
me Information. .

[ —____ Nofice for People with Disabilifles ]
To roqoest a diability docremmdation:

+ o touch paviavommodations 1 make your request online, or
+ Call the USCYS Comtact Conter a1 3001533 Ty B00.767:1813) foe help in English of Spanish, Atylum and NACARA 307
appticanss must calt 10 make their roguest

1 v oo i language inkerprcter, make your request a5 soo gy you teceive your appuiniment notice. The more advance nofice we
have of yoar acxommedation request, the beticr prepared we can be and keas likely we wilf nced i reschedule your appointment. For mose
nformation shaut socommaodations. visit useis govisccommudationsinfo.
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TAB C




BEPARIMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
NOTICE OF CUSTRDY DETERMINATION

" ———
fienr's Marse TRMIE  SALICIRSTIMAR ) o AsFile Nimber m

Dwe: 12/17/2023

e ——— Ty —— | it »A

Pharsusnt 1 1he sutfiomy egotaimed w sechon 236 1l b Stamiggratioe: wng Rabonalite Ace uret sart 236 of itle B Conterpd
Faxinral Regnilahens, | Wive desarnined that FRsrmrg o T aomizirative dotesmnmtine.m YN CASD oy wil Dy

{1 Desmngd by v Dopartael ot Pemtang Sncurity,

Rekaned turmck o tal sy
i) Lo dond ae s ampant of § .

f\‘;} O p0i e RS L

L2 Undos athar condiivrs. fisditions Sorummms} wili dw proveed |
B L, IV ELED -

. ol ;Ey’“ o 134174202 1923
Name a0 Figrat e ol Atheriind THT T D e Taina B sy v

Actirg/Patrel Agery in Chazge } Semdn, T
LT T T e UStanmni RS

LU Iy 4L # teviee of ey rssedy elsrmnaton By 4 Imregeston pange
5 Puckramisdie renet of 1 nstrmn, sl
i B gl B rmagaben Ludge rden o (g tumtody dabemination
I L cher 08 ot it enrapanon Frtip Wi 0 1R CuBlnely cetdirenation

_ RefusedloSign =~ ..,......

Sagrature of Rlwn T ’ TRasT

Tt Conlnnm o1 v reiis wipt sied i THONAT U TR T e BFANISE
Fiaryee o R T inar of g,
SHERLGS : ;
SOLANO, ¥TRMLIHG B, U P e Wk gy
VoA SR R A Marrw e Y

Boardsr Palral Ageae .
T Tiie’

DHE Foem L2884 {1738,




