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Dear Clerk of Court: 

1. Petitioner's Reply to. Respondenis' Response (Traverse) Original 

ied on February 17, 2026. 
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March 01, 2026 

PETITIONER'S REPLY TO RESPONDENTS’ RESPONSE (TRAVERSE) 

Enclosed please find the following document for filing in the above-referenced case: 

This document is filed in response to the Federal Respondents' Response (ECF No. 4), 

Petitioner RONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ (ia==uea) is a Cuban 
rational who was lawfully paroled into the United States on April 16, 2024, under Humanitarian 
Parole (CHP) He has a pending J-485 Application under the Cuban Adjustment Act (Receipt 

—
)
 

CH
 

No ell. Fe has no criminal record. 

pecial Assistant United States Attorney, via UPS. 

Thank you for your altention to this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Qonas Arsarado 
YENEYSI QUEVEDO 
Cousin of Petitioner 

| 

ONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ ¢ —_) 

ES a 
Amal: yaney sy uevedoblazquez@zmail.com 

See 
i ! 

i ! 
% 

A copy of this filing has been served upon counsel for Federal Respondents, Tasha May, 

Please file-stamp the enclosed copy and return it in the enclosed pre-paid UPS envelope. 
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unclosures: 
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1. Petitioner's Reply to Respondents' Response (Traverse) Original 
2. Copy for file-stamping and return 
3. Pre-paid UPS return envelope 

ib: (via UPS) 
Tasha May, Special Assistant U.S. Attorney 
601 N.W. Loop 410, Suite 600 
San Antonio, TX 78216 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

AUSTIN DIVISION 

ba
. 

ms
 ONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ, ,) 

} 
Petitioner, ) Case No, 1:26-cv-00329-DAE 

) 
v. ) 

) 
<RISTI NOEM, Secretary, Department of ) 

omeland Security, et al., ) a
e
r
a
 

Respondents. ) 

PETITIONER'S REPLY TO RESPONDENTS’ RESPONSE 

(TRAVERSE) 

—
 INTRODUCTION 

Petitioner RONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ, by and through his Next Friend 

ENEYSI QUEVEDO, respectfully submits this Reply (Traverse) to the Federal Respondents’ 

esponse filed on February 17, 2026 (ECF No. 4). For the reasons set forth below, Respondents’ 

tguments are meritless, factually incorrect, and constitutionally deficient. This Court should 

tant the Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus and order Petitioner's immediate release. 

a
 

Respondents fundamentally mischaracterize Petitioner's case. Unlike the petitioners in 

Buenrostro-Mendez v. Bondi, 2026 WL 323330 (Sth Cir. Feb. 6, 2026), Petitioner did NOT enter 

e United States without inspection. Petitioner was LAWFULLY PAROLED into the United 

(im on Apri! 16, 2024, under the Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Venezuela (CHNV) 

umanitarian Parole Program authorized by the Department of Homeland Security. His I-94 

cord, bearing class of admission "CHP" (Cuban Humanitarian Parole), conclusively establishes 

s lawful parole status. 

The fundamental principle at stake here was reaffirmed on February 26, 2026, by Judge 

Brien E. Murphy of the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts: "[NJo ‘person’ in 

is country can be ‘deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.” This 

inciple, enshrined in the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution, applies to all 
ersons within the United States—not just citizens. 

eg
 
h
e
t
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STATEMENT OF UNDISPUTED F ACTS 

The following facts are undisputed and are critical to this Court's analysis: 

1. LAWFUL ENTRY: Petitioner entered the United States on April 16, 2024, at Miami, 

Florida, pursuant to HUMANITARIAN PAROLE under Section 212(d)(5)(A) of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act ("INA"), 8 U.S.C, § 1182(d)(5)(A). 

2. 1-94 RECORD: Petitioner's I-94 Arrival/Departure Record (Number =e ) 
confirms his class of admission as "CHP" (Cuban Humanitarian Parole). 

3. EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION: Petitioner holds a valid Employment 

Authorization Document (EAD), Category Cll (Parolee), issued by USCIS, valid 

through April 15, 2026 (Card Number <= | 

4, CUBAN ADJUSTMENT ACT APPLICATION: Petitioner filed an I-485 

Application for Adjustment of Status under the Cuban Adjustment Act of 1966, Pub. L. 

No. 89-732, on October 23, 2025. USCIS accepted this application (Receipt Number 
=a). Petitioner paid the full application fee of $1,440.00. 

5. NO CRIMINAL RECORD: Petitioner has NO criminal record whatsoever. He has 

never been arrested, charged, indicted, or convicted of any crime in any jurisdiction. 

6. NEVER IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS BEFORE ARREST: Prior to his arrest, 

Petitioner had never been in removal proceedings. He was in lawful parole status, 

working legally with a valid EAD, and pursuing adjustment of status under the Cuban 

Adjustment Act. 

7, BASIS FOR ARREST: Petitioner was arrested by ICE at a gas station solely because 

his Texas driver's license had expired—a civil traffic infraction, NOT a criminal offense 

under Texas law. 

8. FAMILY IN UNITED STATES: Petitioner has family ties in the United States, 

including his first cousin YENEYS! QUEVEDO, who is a lawful permanent resident 

residing in Austin, Texas. 

Pagina 2]|10
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| PETITIONER WAS LAWFULLY PAROLED AND THEREFORE BUENROSTRO- 
MENDEZ DOES NOT APPLY 

Respondents’ reliance on Buenrostro-Mendez v. Bondi, 2026 WL 323330 (Sth Cir. Feb. 6, 

4026), is misplaced because that case involved petitioners who entered the United States without 
iispection. Petitioner Reyes Blazquez, by contrast, was LAWFULLY PAROLED into the 
United States under Section 212(d)(5)(A) of the INA. 

The Buenrostro-Mendez decision addressed the question of whether noncitizens who 
entered the United States without inspection" are subject to mandatory detention under 8 U.S.C. 

§ 1225(b)(2)(A). The Fifth Circuit held that such individuals are “applicants for admission" 
subject to mandatory detention. Jd. at *1. 

But Petitioner did NOT enter without inspection. He was inspected, paroled, and 
ithorized to enter the United States by federal authorities at a designated port of entry (Miami, 
orida). His I-94 record confirms his lawful entry with class of admission "CHP." He was 

ubsequently issued an Employment Authorization Document by USCIS, confirming his lawful 
esence and work authorization. S

t
 ry
 

oD
 

The distinction is critical. Parolees under Section 212(d)(5)(A) are treated differently 
under the INA than those who enter without inspection. See 8 U.S.C. § 1182(d)(5)(A) ("The 
Attorney General may... in his discretion parole into the United States temporarily under such 
conditions as he may prescribe only on a case-by-case basis for urgent humanitarian reasons or 
significant public benefit any alien applying for admission to the United States"). 

Respondents! own exhibit—the Notice to Appear (NTA)—acknowledges that Petitioner 
applied for admission at the port of entry at Miami, Florida. This is fundamentally different from 
the petitioners in Buenrostro-Mendez, who crossed the border covertly and were apprehended in 
the interior years later. 

Pagina 3|10 
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IL. THE FIFTH AMENDMENT GUARANTEES DUE PROCESS TO ALL PERSONS 

The Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution provides: 

"No person shall be... deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 

law." 

U.S. Const. amend. V. Note that the Constitution says "person," not "citizen." The 

upreme Court has consistently held that due process protections apply to all persons within the 

nited States, regardless of immigration status. 

In Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678, 693 (2001), the Supreme Court held: 

io
n 

oo
 

"[T]he Due Process Clause applies to all 'persons' within the United States, 
including aliens, whether their presence here is lawful, unlawful, temporary, or 

permanent." 

The Court further held that "[f]reedom from imprisonment—from government custody, 

etention, or other forms of physical restraint—lies at the heart of the liberty that [the Due 

Frocess] Clause protects.” Jd. at 690. 

ral
 

In Reno v. Flores, 507 U.S. 292, 306 (1993), Justice Scalia wrote: "[I]t is well established 
that the Fifth Amendment entitles [noncitizens] to due process of law in deportation 

oceedings." Le
! 

On February 26, 2026, Judge Brien E. Murphy of the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Massachusetts reaffirmed this principle in an 81-page ruling: 

"These are our laws, and it is with profound gratitude for the incredible luck of 
having been born in the United States of America that this Court affirms these and 
the fundamental principle of our nation: that no ‘person’ in this country can be 
‘deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.'" 

Petitioner, as a person present in the United States, is entitled to the full protection of the 

Due Process Clause. His detention without an individual hearing on danger or flight risk violates 

the Fifth Amendment. 

Pagina 4] 10 
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II. PETITIONER HAS A STATUTORY RIGHT TO ADJUST STATUS UNDER THE 

TUBAN ADJUSTMENT ACT 

The Cuban Adjustment Act of 1966, Pub. L. No. 89-732, 80 Stat. 1161, codified at 8 

ILS.C. § 1255 note, provides a unique and preferential pathway to permanent residence for 

'aban nationals, The Act provides: 

“IT The status of any alien who is a native or citizen of Cuba and who has been 

inspected and admitted or paroled into the United States subsequent to January I, 

1959... may be adjusted by the Attorney General... to that of an alien lawfully 

admitted for permanent residence." 

Petitioner meets EVERY requirement of the Cuban Adjustment Act: 

(a) He is a native and citizen of Cuba (Cuban passport ——< 

(b) He was inspected and PAROLED into the United States on April 16, 2024; 

(c) He has been physically present in the United States for more than one year; 

(d) He filed an 1-485 application on October 23, 2025, which USCIS has accepted; and 

(e) He has NO criminal record and is admissible to the United States. 

Petitioner's continued detention and potential deportation would permanently and 

reparably deprive him of his statutory right to adjust status under the Cuban Adjustment Act. 

‘his right, granted by Congress specifically to Cuban nationals who have been paroled into the 

inited States, cannot be nullified by executive action. 

Pagina 5|10 
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IV. THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF FEDERAL COURTS HAVE REJECTED 
JHE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION 

Respondents rely on Buenrostro-Mendez as if it were settled law. It is not. The Fifth 
Circuit's decision is a dramatic outlier that contradicts the rulings of over 350 federal district 
court judges across the country. 

As the dissent in Buenrostro-Mendez noted, before the Fifth Circuit's February 6, 2026 
decision: 

"Within the Fifth Circuit alone, 29 district judges ruled for the petitioners, with 
only 6 ruling for the government. Across 105 cases for petitioners versus 31 for 
the government. Nationally, the ratio is even more lopsided—350+ to roughly 
27." 

See Buenrostro-Mendez, 2026 WL 323330, at *15 n.15 (Douglas, J., dissenting). Put 
differently: 92% of federal district judges who ruled on this question rejected the government's 
position. 

Moreover, Buenrostro-Mendez addressed only a statutory claim—whether detention 
without bond violated the Immigration and Nationality Act. It did NOT address constitutional 
claims under the Fifth Amendment Due Process Clause. As the American Immigration Council 
hds noted: "Noncitizens in immigration custody may still bring claims that mandatory detention, 
ab applied to them, violates their constitutional right to due process." 

Pagina 6[10 
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¥. PETITIONER POSES NO FLIGHT RISK AND NO DANGER TO THE 

COMMUNITY 

The Supreme Court has recognized only two valid purposes for civil immigration 

detention: (1) to mitigate the risk of danger to the community, and (2) to prevent flight risk. See 

tadvydas v, Davis, 533 U.S, 678, 690 (2001); Demore v. Kim, 538 US. 510, 528 (2003). 

Petitioner poses NEITHER: 

A. No Flight Risk: 

* Petitioner entered legally and has complied with all terms of his parole. 

» He has a pending 1-485 application—he has every incentive to remain and pursue 

his case. 

* He has family ties in the United States (cousin YENEYS] QUEVEDO in Austin, 

TX); and 

« He has been living and working lawfully in Texas. 

i
 

B. No Danger to Community: 

* Petitioner has NO criminal record—not even a traffic ticket. 

+ He has never been arrested, charged, or convicted of any crime. 

+ He has never been associated with any gang or criminal organization; and 

+ He is a peaceful, hardworking young man who came to America seeking freedom. 

In Demore vy. Kim, Justice Kennedy wrote in his concurrence that a detained alien “could 

b entitled to an individualized determination as to his risk of flight and dangerousness if the 

dontinued detention became unreasonable or unjustified.” 538 U.S, at 532 (Kennedy, J., 

nceurring). 

fo
n 

2 

Petitioners have not received any such individualized determination. He was summarily 

dtrested at a gas station—for an expired driver's license—and transported to detention without 

any hearing or opportunity to contest his detention before a neutral decisionmaker. 

Pagina 7|10 
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il. RESPONDENTS' CHARACTERIZATION OF PETITIONER AS AN "ARRIVING 

ALIEN" IS MISLEADING 

Respondents argue that Petitioner is an "arriving alien" subject to mandatory detention. 
\ : oe : 
‘his is misleading. While Petitioner may have initially been classified as an "arriving alien" 

When he presented himself at Miami on April 16, 2024, he was subsequently PAROLED into the 

United States. 

The effect of parole is significant. Under the Immigration and Nationality Act, parole is 

mechanism by which DHS authorizes the physical entry of a noncitizen who would otherwise 

b subject to detention. See 8 U.S.C. § 1182(d)(5)(A). Parolees are authorized to be present in 

he United States for the duration of their parole. 

Petitioners were paroled under the CHNV program created by the Department of 

Homeland Security itself. The program authorized Cuban nationals (among others) to enter the 

linited States via humanitarian parole. Petitioners complied with all requirements of the 

rogram. He obtained work authorization. He worked legally. He filed for adjustment of status 

hder the Cuban Adjustment Act. 

Now the government seeks to detain him—indefinitely, without bond—for an expired 

tiver's license. This is not what Congress intended when it enacted the immigration detention 

latutes, and it is not what the Constitution permits. 

Pagina 8]10 
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For all the foregoing reasons, Petitioner RONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ 

respectfully requests that this Honorable Court: 

1. REJECT Respondents’ arguments as meritless, factually incorrect, and constitutionally 

2. GRANT the Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

3. ORDER Petitioner's immediate release from custody. 

4. PROHIBIT Respondents from removing, deporting, or transferring Petitioner pending 

adjudication of his 1-485 Application under the Cuban Adjustment Act. 

5. DECLARE that Petitioner's detention violates the Due Process Clause of the Fifth 

6. Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

Pagina 9] 10
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on Marsh 2, 2026, a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

ETITIONER'S REPLY TO RESPONDENTS’ RESPONSE (TRAVERSE) was served upon 

bunsel for Federal Respondents via UPS at the following address: 

Tasha May 

Special Assistant United States Attorney 
601 N.W. Loop 410, Suite 600 
San Antonio, Texas 78216 

Yonade Quon der 

et
l ENEYSI QUEVEDO 
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| United States District Court 
Western District of Texas 

| Austin Division 

Ronal Miguel Reyes Blazquez, 
Petitioner, 

| v. No. 1:26-CV-00329-DAE 

Kristi Noem, Secretary, Department of 

Homeland Security, ef. al, 

Respondents. 

Federal Respondents’ Response to 

| Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus 

Federal! Respondents provide this response to Petitioner’s habeas petition. Any allegations 

that are not specifically admitted herein are denied. Petitioner is not entitled to the relief he seeks, 

land this Court should deny this habeas petition without the need for an evidentiary hearing. 

Petitioner is an ‘arriving alien’ who is ineligible (and was ineligible even pre-Hurtado), 

for bond from an immigration judge. Ex. A (Notice to Appear, charging Petitioner as an arriving 

alien); 8 C.F.R. 1003.19(h)(2)(i); see also Goguev v. Noem, et al, SA~25-CA-01593-XR (W.D. 

Tex. Jan. 13, 2026) (Rodriguez, J.) (denying habeas petition to an arriving alien), Arriving aliens 

are applicants for admission, and Fifth Circuit precedent now confirms that an applicant for 

admission is subject to mandatory detention. Buenrostro v. Bondi, No. 25-20496, ---- F.4th ---- 

2026 WL 323330, at *1 (Sth Cir, Feb. 6, 2026). The Buenrostro decision is binding precedent and 

| The Department of Justice represents only federal employees in this action. 

1 
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| 
i requires that the Court deny this habeas petition.” 

1. Relevant Facts and Procedural History 

| Petitioner is a citizen and native of Cuba who applied for admission at the port of entry in 

, April, 2024.3 See Exh. A (NTA). Petitioner claims that he was admitted into the United States 

pursuant to CHP, a program under the CHNV. ECF No. | at 212. Petitioner alleges that ICE took 

| etitioner into ICE custody while Petitioner was at a gas station. ECF No. | at 24/3. Petitioner has 

pending 1-485’ pending with USCIS. ECF No, I at 2 q 4. Petitioner further claims that his 

detention is a violation of his due process rights and interferes with his statutory right to adjust 

status’. ECF No. | at 44] 5, Petitioner is scheduled for a master hearing before the Immigration 

Court on January 29, 2026. See EOIR Automated Case Information (last accessed February 17, 

2026). 

Ti. Argument 

A. Petitioner Is an Arriving Alien Subject to Mandatory Detention under 

§ 1225(b) As an Applicant for Admission. 

? The Buenrostro decision is a published decision and precedential authority even though the 

mandate has yet to issue. See, ¢.g., Martin v. Singletary, 965 F.2d 944, 945 n.1 (11th Cir. 1992) 

(explaining that even a stay in the issuance of a mandate does not impact the precedential value of 

published opinions); Acute Care Ambul. Serv., L.L.C. v. Azar I, No. 7:20-CV-00217, 2020 WL 

7640206, at *13 (S.D. Tex. Dec. 3, 2020) (rejecting the argument that a Fifth Circuit decision is 

ot controlling because “the mandate has yet to issue, and thus not properly relied upon as 

recedent.”). As such, each adverse pre-Buenrostro district court decision in this district should be 

deemed unpersuasive as it relates to ICE’s statutory authority to detain certain aliens on a 

mandatory basis under 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b). 

i This is a material factual difference between this petition and the others frequently 

filed before the court, as Petitioner here presented himself at a port of entry, as opposed to 

entering without inspection between ports of entry. See Ex. A (NTA, alleging that he applied 

for admission at the port of entry). 

4 A pending Form 1-485, neither grants a benefit or lawful status. 

is To be eligible to adjust under the Cuban Adjustment Act, an alien must not be inadmissible to 

ithe United States for permanent residence under any provisions of section 212(a) of the Act. See 

8 CFR § 1245.13(a)(3). Petitioner is an arriving alien and charged with § 212(a)(7)(A)()() of 

the Act. See Exh. A (Notice to Appear). . 



} 
Case 1:26-cv-00329-DAE Document5 Filed 03/03/26 Page 15 of 38 

Case 1:26-cv-00329-DAE Document4 Filed 02/17/26 Page 3 of7 

On the merits, this petition differs from those frequently filed before the Court because this 

Petitioner is an arriving alien who presented himself to immigration authorities at a port of entry. 

See Ex. A (NTA). The term “arriving alien” means an applicant for admission coming or 

attempting to come into the United States at a port-of-entry ....” 8 C.F.R. § 1001.1(q). Arriving 

ti are inspected immediately upon arrival in the United States and, unless “‘clearly and beyond 

i doubt entitled to be admitted,”” are placed in “removal proceedings to determine admissibility.” 

‘Clark y. Martinez, 543 U.S. 371, 373 (2005) (quoting 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2)(A)). 

Since Petitioner applied for admission at the port of entry, he is an arriving alien. 8 C.F.R. 

§ 1001.1(q). Pursuant to 8 US.C. § 1225(6)(2)(A), arriving aliens are to be detained unless 

released by ICE on a discretionary parole, 8 C.F.R. § 1235.3(¢); Clark, 543 US. at 373 (explaining 

that detention of an “alien arriving in the United States” is “subject to the Secretary’s discretionary 

authority to parole” her into the United States); see also 8 U.S.C. § 1182(d)(5)(A). Whether the 

government decides to parole an arriving alien or keep him detained, the regulations state that an 

immigration judge does not have authority to review the custody determination of an arriving alien 

jin removal proceedings. 8 C.F.R. § 1003.19(h)(2)()(B). This regulation pre-dates Matter of 

Yajure-Hurtado, 29 1&N Dec, 216 (BIA 2025) and is well-settled law. See, e.g., Jennings v. 

Rodriguez, 583 U.S. 281, 287 (2018); see also Garibay-Robledo v. Noem, --- F.Supp.3d ---, No. 

1:25-CV-177-H, 2026 WL 81679 at *4 (N.D, Tex. Jan. 9, 2026). 

Petitioner, therefore, is properly detained under § 1225(b)(2)(A) as an arriving alien in 

removal proceedings under 8 U.S.C. § 1229a. See Matter of E-R-M- & L-R-M-, 25 1 & N Dec. 520, 

521, 523 (BIA 2011); 8 C.F.R. § 239.1 (DHS has the discretion to issue an NTA at the port of 

entry in lieu of expedited removal proceedings). As an arriving alien, irrespective of the Board’s 

decision in Hurtado, the regulations bar Petitioner from seeking bond from an immigration judge. 
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claims of abuse of detention finding that those concerns were “wholly speculative” Id. While an 

as-applied constitutional challenge, such as a prolonged detention claim, may be brought before 

he district court in certain circumstances, Petitioner here raises no such claim where he has been 

detained for only a brief period pending removal proceedings. 

For aliens, like Petitioner, who are detained during removal proceedings as applicants for 

hdmission, what Congress.provided to them by statute satisfies due process. Thuraissigiam, 591 

Us. at 140. Indeed, Petitioner has filed an appeal of the immigration judge’s removal order, 

exercising his due process right to seek judicial review of a removal order. Such a decision 

hecessarily prolongs the removal proceedings, but not unconstitutionally. As applied here to 

Petitioner, detention does not violate due process. 

C. Any Stay of Removal Should Be Lifted 
| 
! 

If the Court in this case entered an order staying removal, that order should be vacated, The 

Fifth Circuit recently reiterated in an unpublished decision that district courts lack jurisdiction to 

enter stays of removal. Imran v. Harper, No. 25-30370, 2026 WL 93131 (Sth Cir. 2026). 

site Conclusion 

Petitioner is lawfully detained as an alien arriving in removal proceedings. The Fifth 

1 

Circuit has held that applicants for admission are properly detained on a mandatory basis under 

1§ 1225(b)(2), Buenrostro, 2026 WL 323330 at *1. Petitioner is teceiving the process he is owed 

during removal proceedings, and his continued detention during that process is not 

unconstitutional, The Court should deny the Petition in its entirety. 

Date: February 17, 2026 

5 

[Signature appears on following page]
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| 

See also Buenrostro, 2026 WL 323330 at *1. 
i 

B. On Its Face, and As Applied to Petitioner, § 1225(b)(2)(A) Comports with 

Due Process. 

Section 1225 does not provide for a bond hearing. The Supreme Court upheld the facial 

constitutionality of § 1225(b) in Thuraissigiam, 591 U.S. 103, 139 (2020). Aliens who arrive at 

norte of entry—even those paroled elsewhere in the country for years pending removal-are “treated” 

fer due process purposes “as if stopped at the border.” Thuraissigiam, 591 U.S. at 139. Mandatory 

detention of an applicant for admission during “full” removal proceedings does not violate due 

process, because constitutional protections are built into those proceedings. See 8 ULS.C. § 1229a. 

See Demore v. Kim, 538 U.S. 510, 526 (2003) (recognizing the constitutionality of detention during 

the limited period of removal proceedings). 

In Demore, the Supreme Court distinguished the Zadvydas v. Davis analysis and its 8 

S.C. §1231 post-order framework because petitioners in Demore were still pending removal 

proceedings. Id, at 527-528 (finding the potentially indefinite detention of a post-final-order case 

i 

where petitioner cannot be removed from the United States materially distinguishable from 

continued detention tied to pending removal proceedings). The petitioner in Demore filed a habeas 

petition after being in immigration custody for approximately six months while removal 

proceedings were pending. Jd. at 530, The District Court granted the petition, and the Ninth Circuit 

affirmed, finding that continued detention, “as applied” to him, violated substantive due process, 

ld. at 509. Reversing, the Supreme Court concluded that since removal proceedings were ongoing, 

detention was “a constitutionally permissible part” of the removal process. Id. at 530. 

Consistent with the Supreme Court’s long-standing precedent, the Fifth Circuit in 

‘Buenrostro found that Zadvydas v. Davis did not apply to detained aliens who received or were 

| 

receiving due process through removal proceedings. Buenrostro, at *9, Buenrostro also dismissed 

i 4 

| 
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Case 1:26-cv-00329-DAE Document4 Filed 02/17/26 Page 6 of7 

By: 

Respectfully submitted, 

Justin R. Simmons 
United States Attorney 

/s/ Tasha May 
Tasha May 
Special Assistant United States Attorney 
North Carolina Bar No.: 55518 
601 N.W, Loop 410, Suite 600 
San Antonio, Texas 78216 
(210) 384-7130 (phone) 
(210) 384-7312 (fax) 
latasha.may@usdoj.gov 

Attorneys for Federal Respondents
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Case 1:26-cv-00329-DAE- Document4 Filed 02/17/26 Page 7 of7 

Certificate of Service 

I certify that on February 17, 2026, I mailed a copy of Response in Opposition to Petition for 

| Writ of Habeas Corpus to Petitioner (pro se) at the following address: 

iRonal Miguel Reyes Blazquez 
T. Don Hutto Detention Center 

1001 Welch Street 
‘Taylor, Texas, 76574 

‘PRO SE 

/s/ Tasha May 
Tasha May 
Special Assistant United States Attorney 
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Allegation$: Admico All; | Charges: Sustains All 

Designated 

E
O
I
R
 

Lountey: CORA | DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY —_ 

NOTICE TO APPEAR | 
in rem 

wo = ll 
oval proceedings under section 240 of the immigration and Nationality Act: 

In the Matter of: 

Respondent: RONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ currently residing at: 

Don Hutto Dtn Ctr 1001 Weloh St Waylox, TEXAS 76574 (512) 218-2400 

(Number, street, city, state and ZiP cade) (Area code and phone number) 

You are an arriving alien. 

oO You are an allen present in the United States who has not been admitted or paroled. 

[[] You have been admitted to the United States, but are removable for the reasons stated below, 

The Department of Homeland Security alleges that your 

On the basis of the foregoing, it is charged that you are subject to removal from the United States pursuant to the following 

provision(s) of law: 

See 

Ot 

i 

YOU ARE ORDERED to appear before an Immigration Judge of the United States Department of Justice at: 

586 Vaterans Drive, PEARSALL, TEXAS 78061. T. DON BOTTO RESIDENTIAL 

persecution or torture, 

section 235(b)(1) ordar was vacated pursuant fo: (Cj 8cFR 208.30 [[] 8CFR 235.3(b)(S\iv) 

W are not a citizen or national of the United States; 

) axe a native of CUBA and a citizen of CUBA; 

‘April 16, 2024, you applied for admission inte the United States at Miami, FL; 

that time, you ware not in possession of a yalid unexpired immigrant visa, 

ymit, Koxder grossing card, oz other valid entry document required by the 

ration and Nationality Act; 

(Continuation Page Made a Part Hereof 

is notice is being Issued after an asylum officer has found that the tespondent has demonstrated a credible fear of 

on Auguet 13, 2025 at 9:00 am to show why you should not be removed from the United States based on the 

(Complete Address of Immigration Gourt, including Room Number, if an, yy 

eharge(s) set forth above, 

Date’ 

{Date} {Time} 

iY ) 
(Siingtete and Title of suing Officer) (? 

duly 20, 2025 pélugervills, TX 
{City and State) 

DHS Form 1-862 (6/22) Page 1 of 4
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. 4 Fee eeTT 1126 Page2 or4 

A fe dep etatedieht you Grateomay iiratasagalhatlyou in removal proceedings. 

SgHAMAGn HRB chpy of the Notice to Appear served upen you Is evidence of your allen registration while you are in removal proceedings. 

a required to carry it with you at all times. 

Representation: if you so choose, you may be represented in this proceeding, at no expense fo the Goverment, by an attomey or other Individuai 

zed and qualified to represent persons bafare the Executive Office far immigration Review, pursuant to 6 CFR 1003.16. Unless you so 

ne hearing will be echeduted earlier than tan days from the date of this notice, to allow you sufficient time to secure counsel. A list of 

quaiifigd attomeys and organizations whe may be available to represent you at no cost will be provided with this notice, 

Condyct of the hearing: At the time of your hearing, you should bring with you any affidavits cr other documents that you desire to have considered 

action with your case. If you wish to have the testimony of any witnesses considered, you should arrange to have such witnesses present at 

the heating. At your hearing you will be givan the opportunity to admit or deny any of all of the allegations In the Notica to Appear, including that you 

ara inadmissible or removable. You will have an opportunity to present evidence on your own behalf, to examine any evidence presented by the 

Governinent, to object, on propar legal grounds, to the receipt of evidence and to cross examine any witnesses presentad by the Govamment. Atthe 

conclusion of your hearing, you have a right to eppeal an adverse declsion by the Immigration Judge. You will be advised by the immigration Judge 

befare|whom you appeer of any rellef from removal for which you may appear eligible including the privilege of voluntary departure. You will be given 

8 reasbnable opportunity to make any such application to the Immigration judge, 

One-Year Asylum Application Deadiina: if you helleve you may be ellgible for asylum, you must file a Form 1-889, Appiication for Asylum and for 

Withhdiding of Removal. The Form 1-589, instructions, and information on where to file the Form can be found at www,useis.govil-589, Failure to file 

the Fohin +589 within one year of arrival may bar you from eligibility to apply for asylum pursuant to section 208(a)(2){B) of the immigration and 

Nationgiity Act. 

Falluré to appear: You are required to provide the Dapartmant of Homeland Security (DHS), in writing, with your full mailing address and telephone 

num 1 ‘You must notify the Immigration Court and the OHS tnmediataly by using Form EO!R-33 whenaver you change your address or telephone 

num! 1 during the course of this proceeding, You will ba provided with a copy of this form. Notices of hearing will be mailed to thia address. if you do 

not au nit Form EOIR-33 and do not otherwisa provide an address at which you may be reached during proceedings, then the Govammont shail not 

be reqlured to provide you with written natice of your hearing, H you fall to attend the hearing at the time and place designated on this notica, or any 

date al , {ime later directed by the immigration Court, a removal order may be made by the immigration judge in your absence, and you may be 

arrested and detained by the DHS. 

Mandatory Duty te Surrender for Romoval: If you become aubject to a final order of removal, you must surrender for removal to your local DHS 

office, tisted on the intemet at httniiwww.ice.govicontactlore, a8 directed by the DHS and requirad by statute and regulation. immigration 

regulations at 8 CFR 1241.1 define when the removal order becomes administratively final. if you are granted voluntary departure and fall to depart 

the United States as required, fall to post a bond in connection with voluntary departura, or fail to comply with any other condition or farm In 

connepilon with voluntary departure, you must surrender for remaval on the next business day thereafter, !f you do not surrender for removal 28 

requiréil, you will be Inellgibte for all forms of discretionary rellaf fer as {ong as you remain in the United States and for ten years after your departure 

val. This means you wi! be ineligible for asylum, cancellation of removal, voluntary departure, adjustment of status, change of nonimmigrant 

hagistry, and related walvers for this period. tf you do not surrender for removal! as raquired, you may also be criminally prosecuted under 

243 of the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

U.S. Citizenship Claims: if you belleve you are a United States citizen, please advise the DHS by calling the ICE Law Enforcement Support Center 

at (855) 448-8803, 

Senattive focations: To the extent that an enforcement action laading to a ramoval proceeding was taken against Respondent at a location 

bad in B U.S.C. § 1228(@)(1), such action complied with 8 U.S.C, § 1387, . 

Request for Prompt Hearing 

To exbadite a determination in my case, | request this Notice to Appear be filad with the Executive Office for Immigration Review as scon as 

possible. | waive my right to a 40-day perlod prior to appearing before an Immigration judge and request my hearing be scheduled. 

Before: (Signature of Respondent) 

Date: 

(Signature and Title of immigration Officer} 

Cartificate of Service 

This|Natice To Appear was served on the respondent by me on duly 20, 2025 _  _. in the following manner and in compliance with section 

239{a)(1) of the Act 

In parson Oo by certified mail, retuned recalpt # requested 1 by regular mail 

H tached Is a cradible fear worksheet. 
Atlached is a {ist of organization and attomeys which provide free legal services. 

The ldlien was provided oral notice in the SPANISR language of the time 3 place of his or her hearing and of the 

congequences of fallure to appear aa provided In section 240(b)(7) of the Act, 

REFUSED TO SIGN 

(Signature of Respondent Personally Served) (Signature and Title of officer) 

6150 REICBARDT ~ nO 

DHS Ferm 1-862 (6/22) Page 2of 4 
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: OTI2URRS at GANAS OE ME! Dapfant Tinea, Base ChteHD/17/26 Page 3 of 4 
+ Admica All; | Charges: Sustains All; 

i 
ory: CUBA 

AaB eount ry: CUBR. | curly through U.S. immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), U.S Custams and Bordor Protection (CBP), and U.S. 
Chizanship and {mmigration Services (USOIS) are ‘authorized to collact the information requested an this form pursuant to Sections 103, 237, 239, 240, 

and 290 /of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), as amended (8 U.S.C, 1103, 1229, 12292, and 1360), and the regulations Issued pursuant thereto. 

3
 

| 

Purpose; 

You are : Ing asked to sign and date this Notice to Appear (NTA) as an acknowledgement of personal receipt of this notice. This notice, when filed with 

the U.S, Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Executive Office for immigration Review (EOIR), Initlates removal proceedings. The NTA contains information 

regarding the nature of the proceedings ageinet you, tha legal authority under which proceedings are conducted, the acts or conduct alleged against you 

to be in Violation of law, the charges against you, and the statutory provisions alleged to have been violated. The NTA also includes information about 

the conduct of the removal hearing, your right to representation al no axpense to the government, the requirement to inform EOIR of any change in 

address} {he consequences for failing to appear, and that generally, if you wish to apply for asylum, you must do 80 within one year of your arrival in the 

United g, f you choose to sign and date the NTA, that Information will ba used to confirm that you raceived It, and for recordkeeping. 

For United States Citizens, Lawful Permanent Residents, or Individuals whose records are covered by the Judiclat Redress Act of 2045 (5 U.S.C. § 52a 

note), your information may be disclosed in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552a(b), Including pursuant to the routine uses 

published In the following DHS systems of records notices (SORN): DHS/USCISICE/CBP-001 Allen File, Index, and National File Tracking System of 

SORNs tan be viewed at hitns-/www.dhs.gow/systam-rect olicas-ss 

Informatidn that is maintained and used by DOJ is covered by the following DOJ SORN: ECIR-001, Records and Management Information System, or 

any updated or succassor SORN, which can be viewed at hitps/Avww Justice. govlonclidol-systems-recards. Further, your Information may be disclosed 

pursuant to routine uses described In the abovementioned DHS SORNs or DOJ EOIR SORN to faderal, state, local, tribal, territorial, and foreign law 

anforcerhant agencies for enforcement, investigatory, {itigation, or other similar purposes. 

Far allo , 8 appropriate under United States law and DHS policy, the information you provide may be shared internally within DHS, as well as with 

federal, plate, local, tribal, territorial, and foreign law enforcement; other govemmant agencias; and other parties for enforcement, investigatory, litigation, 

or other Similar purposes. 

Disclosure: 
Providing your signature and the date of your signature is voluntary. There are no effects on you for not providing your signature and date; howaver, 

ramovallbreceedings may continue notwithstanding the failure or refusal to provide this information. 

| 

DHS Furm 1-862 (6/22) 
Page Sof 4 
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: O7/2G2028 at 26-4936 P40 CCenNel Dagiablifivesit Base CiteSh2/17/26 Page 4 of 4 

and Beetivity “Moraine Mt Continuation Fage for Form 2-862 

Alien’s Natne j Date 

REYES BLAZQUEZ, RONAL MIGUEL 07/20/2025 

eh ert eh, SS SP Sar dG SE A SY eG el YS Hy ML NR 

Uploaded 
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212 (a) ( } (a) (i) (I) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (Act), as amended, as an immigrant 

who, at |the time of application for admission, is not in possession of a valid unexpired 

immigz t visa, reentry permit, border crossing card, or other valid entry document required 

Iby the Act, and a valid unaxpired passport, or other suitable travel document, or document 

of idantity and nationality as required under the requiations issued by the Attorney General 

under section 211(a) of the Act. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

AUSTIN DIVISION 

RONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ, 

Petitioner, 

v. 

KRISTI NOEM, Secretary, Department of 
Homeland Security, et al., 

Respondents. 

Case No. 1:26-cv-00329-DAE 

INDEX OF EXHIBITS 

rhe following exhibits are submitted in support of Petitioner's Reply to Respondents’ Response 

(Traverse): 

p
a
 |

 

| EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION 
1-94 Arrival/Departure Record (No. uml) 
Employment Authorization Document (EAD), Category C11 

1-797C Receipt Notice for I-485 Application (Cuban Adjustment Act) 

Cuban Passport (No. B=) S
O
A
S
 

Paevina E15 
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Name: 
Date of Entry: 
Class of Admission: 
Country of Citizenship: 

‘A-Number: 

Case No. 1:26-cv-00329-DAE 

EXHIBIT A 

I-94 ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE RECORD 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

Record Number: iil 

RONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ 
April 16, 2024 
CHP (Cuban Humanitarian Parole) 
Cuba 

————— 

[ATTACH COPY OF I-94 BEHIND THIS PAGE] 

Pagina 2[5
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For: RONAL MIGUEL REYES BLAZQUEZ 

Most Recent I-94 

Note to employers, local, state or federal agency granting benefits: 

Please visit the CBP |-94/I1-95 Website and click on the tab for “Get Most Recent |-94/1-95" 

_to perform a search for the applicant to confirm that the biographic and travel information 

| displayed on this |-94/I-95 printout matches the “Get Most Recent I-94/I-95” returned 

results for this applicant. Reference the CBP 1-94/1-95 Website FAQs. 

: Admission [-94 Record Number: =a 

_Arrival/Issued Date: 2024 April 16 
Class of Admission: CHP 
Admit Until Date: 2025 June 12 

: Details provided on the I-94 information form: 

| Last/Surname: REYES BLAZQUEZ 

: First (Given) Name: RONAL MIGUEL 

Birth Date: eel 

| Document Number: Baal 

Country of Citizenship: Cuba 

, Effective April 26, 2013, DHS began automating the admission process. An alien lawfully 

admitted or paroled into the U.S. is no longer required to be in possession of a 

preprinted Form I-94/1-95, A record of admission printed from the CBP website 

constitutes a lawful record of admission. See 8 CFR § 1.4(d). 

‘b> What to do if someone requests your admission info: If an employer, local, state or 

federal agency requests admission information, present your admission (I-94/I-95) 

number along with any additional required documents requested by that employer or 

agency. 

| » For security, close your browser after retrieving your |-94/ I-95 number, 

OMB No. 1651-0111 
Expiration Date: 02/28/2026 
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Case No. 1:26-cy-00329-DAE 

EXHIBIT B 

EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION DOCUMENT 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

Category C11 (Parolee) 

Name: REYES BLAZQUEZ, RONAL M 
USCISH: = 
Category: Cli (Parolee) 

Card Number: _—_— 
Valid From: June 5, 2024 
Card Expires: April 15, 2026 
Country of Birth: Cuba 

[ATTACH COPY OF EAD BEHIND THIS PAGE] 
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Case No. 1:26-cv-00329-DAE 

EXHIBIT C 

I-797C RECEIPT NOTICE 

1-485 Application to Register Permanent Residence 

Under the Cuban Adjustment Act of 1966 

‘Applicant: . RONAL M. REYES BLAZQUEZ 

‘Receipt Number: _—_——— 

Received Date: October 23, 2025 

Notice Date: October 28, 2025 

‘A-Number: |__| 
Classification: Cuban Adjustment Act 

Application Fee: $1,440.00 (PAID) 

[ATTACH COPY OF I-797C BEHIND THIS PAGE] 
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Form 1-797C., Notice of Action 
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Case No. 1:26-cvy-00329-DAE 

EXHIBIT D 

CUBAN PASSPORT 

Republica de Cuba 

Passport Number: —_ >< | 

F ull Name: . REYES BLAZQUEZ, RONAL MIGUEL 

Passport Number: ———<_| 

Date of Birth: _———=__ 
Nationality: CUBANA (Cuban) 

Sex: Male 

[ATTACH COPY OF PASSPORT BEHIND THIS PAGE] 

Pavina 5]5



Case 1:26-cv-0 

SESE 
8 

ERLE 



(OMVLVYNILSHO) 
OL 

{1 
R
e
n
n
 

S
O
L
 

URPLR HEA 

UASLE URAAT 
Apne 

1
O
e
F
I
e
W
 

p
u
e
w
n
o
s
o
g
 

LOZ82 
XL 

‘unsny| 

COOL} 
SHINS 

‘Jess 
U
U
 

SSAA 
LOS 

UNSD 
P
s
i
 

‘SN 
YNOD 

}0 
S
I
D
 

(S1LN3LINSY) 
W
O
Y
s
 

oc 
abed 

9Z/EO/EO 
Pallg 

Gl 
iuswNns0qg 

FAVA-GcEodd-AY-9e-1 
a
S
E
D



"
W
S
N
 
B
H
L
 

NI 
S
O
V
 

P
H
V
B
I
M
1
V
S
 
|
G
j
S
O
d
 
SaTejys 

P
O
H
L
 

Syy 
Io 

j
o
n
p
o
a
d
 
y 

wes 
sdsn' 

a
a
a
 

SQOODEES 
EPCS 

jonPoldg 

E
G
O
N
 

+ O
S
L
e
a
r
d
l
 

QZ/E0/E0 
pally 

¢ juaUiMBBUE Aya-6ze0eX cua 
Irrss 

S



com M REMITENTE): 

ig OF 
wt ++ 

02 AR R 2026 
4 BS 

sHP, 

a “ 

sone 
13 07 “by a2t 

| 

| 
i 

| 
F 


