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DAVID M. HARRIS 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Chief, Civil Division 
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Assistant United States Aitomney a . 
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Riverside, California 92501 
Telephone: (213) 940-2221 
E-mail: Alfredo.Bonilla@usdoj.gov 

Attorneys for Federal Respondents 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

No. 5:25-cv-03453-CAS-RAO 

FEDERAL RESPONDENTS’ ANSWER 
TO PETITION FOR WRIT OF 

EFREN CONTRERAS HERNANDEZ, HABEAS CORPUS 

Petitioner, filed concurrently with Exh. 1, ICE 
etainee Locator] 

Vv. 

KRISTI NOEM, et al., Honorable Rozella A. Oliver 
United States Magistrate Judge 

Respondents. 
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On December 22, 2025, Petitioner, represented by counsel, filed a Petition for Writ 

of Habeas Corpus (“Petition”) under 28 U.S.C. § 2241. See Dkt. No. 3. The Petition alleges 

that Petitioner is in the custody of the United States Department of Homeland Security, 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) in Imperial, California!, and that he was 

arrested and is being held in violation of the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

Id. 

The pending Petition is rife with errors and deficiencies. /d., see also Dkt. No. 2 

(Notice of Deficiencies) & Dkt. No. 5 (Notice of Deficiencies). Most egregious is the fact 

that the Petitioner’s Alien Registration Number (““A#”) is incorrectly listed as “=a 

>< in the Petition when Petitioner’s actual A# is ==. Petition, ECF No. 3-1 at 

8 & see also Exh. 1, ICE Detainee Locator. 

Despite the errors and deficiencies, Petitioner appears to be a member of the Bond 

Eligible Class certified in Maldonado Bautista v. Santacruz, No. 5:25-CV-01873-SSS- 

BFM, --- F. Supp. 3d ---, 2025 WL 3288403 (C.D. Cal. Nov. 25, 2025). On December 

18, 2025, the Bautista court entered final judgment as to the Bond Eligible Class. See 

Bautista, ECF No. 94. A notice of appeal was then filed by the Bautista defendants on 

December 18, 2025, ECF No. 95. 

Accordingly, Respondents acknowledge that Petitioner’s claim in this action as to 

his entitlement to a bond hearing pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a) appears to be subject to 

the Bautista judgment and to any applicable appellate proceedings relating to it. Given 

Petitioner seeks a bond hearing pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), it should be ordered 

consistent with what Courts in this District have generally ordered in similar cases, 

which is to require such a hearing be held within seven (7) days, where Petitioner has the 

burden of proof to show he is not a danger or flight risk. 

' The Court’s Order Requiring Answer/Return to Petition Hone oo mistakenly 
states Petitioner is detained in “Adelanto, California’. See 

] 
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Dated: January 6, 2026 

* The undersigned, counsel of record for the Federal Respondents certifies that this brief 

#:83 

Respectfully submitted, 

TODD BLANCHE 
Deputy Attorney General 
BILAL A. ESSAYLI 
First Assistant United States Attorney 
DAVID M. S 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Chief, Civil Division 
DANIEL A. BECK 
Assistant United States pllomiey : 5: . 
Chief, Complex and Defensive Litigation Section 

/s/ Alfredo Bonilla 
Alfredo J. Bonilla. 
Special Assistant United States Attorney 

Attorneys for Federal Respondents 

contains 553 words, which complies with the word limit of L.R. 11-6.1. 

Dated: January 6, 2026 
/s/ Alfredo Bonilla 
Alfredo J. Bonilla. 
Special Assistant United States Attorney 

Attorneys for Federal Respondents 
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=O fticial Website of the Department of Hlomeland Security — } 4 

. U.S. Immigration 
5 and Customs 

Enforcement 

< BACK TO RESULTS 

Facility Page 

Detention Information For: 

EFREN CONTRERAS-HERNANDEZ 
Country of Birth: Mexico 

A-Number: i=l 

Current Detention Facility: 

IMPERIAL REGIONAL ADULT DET FAC 
Imperial Retional Detention Facility 

1572 Gateway Road 

Calexico, CA 92231 
Visitor Information: (760) 618-7200 

MORE INFORMATION > 

ERO Office Information 

Family members and legal representatives may be able to 
obtain additional information about this individual's case by 

contacting this ERO office: 

EL CENTRO, CA, DOCKET CONTROL OFFICE 

Phone Number: (760) 768-6300 

Privacy - Terms 

https://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/details 4/2



1/6/26, 1:186mSe 5:25-cv-03453-SSS-BFM Document 8-1 dellad 01/06/26 Page2of2 Page ID 
#:85 

BACK TO SEARCH > 

Related 

Information 

Helpful Info 

Status of a Case 

About the Detainee Locator 

Brochure 

ICE ERO Field Offices 

ICE Detention Facilities 

Privacy Notice 

External Links 

Bureau of Prisons Inmate 

Locator 

@0000000 
DHS.govUSA.govOlGOpenFOlAMetrics No Site Site 

Gov FearMappPolicies 

Act & 

Plug- 
Ins 

https://locator.ice.gov/odis/#/details 2/2


