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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
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Pursuant to this Court’s November 7, 2025 order (Dkt. 10), Counsel for 

Petitioner Benigno Gonzalez Ponce (“Petitioner”) and Counsel for Respondents 

Todd Lyons and Ernesto SantaCruz Jr. (collectively “Respondents”) provide the 

following update on Petitioner’s Court-ordered bond hearing. 

Petitioner had an individualized bond hearing before IJ Barrett on November 

14, 2025 whereby IJ Barrett found that Petitioner is not a danger to the United 

States and has sufficient contacts with the United States such that he is not a flight 

risk. IJ Barrett ordered Petitioner’s release upon payment of a bond in the amount 

of $15,000. (Declaration of Sarah S. Brooks (“Brooks Decl.”), §]2, Exh A). The 

government reserved the right to appeal. Jd. On November 14, 2025, counsel for 

Petitioner corresponded with counsel for Respondent and asked whether the 

government intended to appeal the bond decision. (Brooks Decl., 43, Exh. B). On 

November 15, 2025, Counsel for Respondents replied that he does not know 

whether the government intends to appeal. (Brooks Decl., 4, Exh. C). 

If the government does not appeal, the bond will be paid this week, 

Petitioner will be released, and Petitioner intends to dismiss his request for a 

preliminary injunction. However, if the government does appeal, Petitioner intends 

to ask this Court for a preliminary injunction ordering his release upon payment of 

the $15,000 bond since IJ Barrett found that Petitioner is not a danger to the United 

States and has sufficient contacts with the United States that he is not a flight risk. 

Respondents’ position is that this Petition is moot regardless of whether the 

government files any future appeal of the bond hearing order, because Petitioner 

has already received the bond hearing that his Petition sought and that this Court 

had ordered. Respondents maintain that the possibility of further review of that 

bond hearing order up through the BIA and the Ninth Circuit—regardless of 

whether such review might be sought by Petitioner or by the Respondents—would 

do nothing to alter the existing mootness of the claim that the Petition had asserted 

in this habeas proceeding. 
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DATED: November 17, 2025 VENABLE LLP 

By:/s/ Sarah S. Brooks 

Sarah S. Brooks 

Counsel for Petitioner Benigno Gonzalez Ponce 

DATED: November 17, 2025 By:/s/ Daniel A. Beck 

Daniel A. Beck 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Counsel for Respondents 
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ATTESTATION 

Pursuant to Civ. L.R. 5-4.3.4, the undersigned attests that all other 

signatories listed, and on whose behalf this filing is submitted, concur in this 

filing’s content and have authorized this filing. 

DATED: November 17, 2025 VENABLE LLP 

By:/s/ Sarah S. Brooks 

Sarah S. Brooks 
Counsel for Petitioner Benigno Gonzalez Ponce 
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