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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA
Alexandria Division

DOMINGO MERCADO LEIVA, )
Petitioner, %

Vs. i Civil Action No. 1:25¢v1902
KRISTI NOEM, g
Secretary of Homeland Security, )
Respondents. ;
)

NOTICE REGARDING PETITIONER’S BOND HEARING

Pursuant to this Court’s order of December 15,2025 (Dkt. No. 11), the federal respondents,
through their undersigned counsel, hereby respectfully submit the instant notice regarding the bond
hearing held with respect to petitioner in the above-captioned habeas action.

NOTICE

In this habeas action, petitioner Domingo Mercado Leiva filed his petition for a writ of
habeas corpus on October 30, 2025 (Dkt. No. 1). After full briefing (Dkt. Nos. 8-9), on December
15, 2025, this Court entered an order granting the petition, which directed, inter alia, the federal
respondents “provide Petitioner with a bond hearing before an immigration judge pursuant to 8
U.S.C. § 1226(a) within seven days of the date of this Order” (Dkt. No. 11, at 5).

The Immigration Court held a bond hearing for petitioner on December 18, 2025, at which
time the Immigration Court ordered that petitioner be released on a $1,500 bond.
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Date: December 20, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

LINDSEY HALLIGAN
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY AND
SPECIAL ATTORNEY

TODD W. BLANCHE
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

ROBERT K. MCBRIDE
FIRST ASSISTANT UNITED STATES
ATTORNEY

/s/
DENNIS C. BARGHAAN, JR.
Chief, Civil Division
Assistant United States Attorney
2100 Jamieson Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Tel:  (703) 299-3891
Fax: (703)299-3983
Email: dennis.barghaan@usdoj.gov

ATTORNEYS FOR FEDERAL
RESPONDENTS
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this date, I electronically filed the foregoing with the Clerk of Court
using the CM/ECF system, which will send a notification of such filing (“NEF”) to the following:

Eileen Blessinger
Blessinger Legal PLLC
7389 Route 29, Suite 320
Falls Church, Virginia 22042
Email: eileen@blessingerlegal.com

Date: December 20, 2025 /s/
DENNIS C. BARGHAAN, JR.

Chief, Civil Division

Assistant U.S. Attorney

2100 Jamieson Avenue

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Telephone: (703) 299-3891

Fax: (703) 299-3983

Email: dennis.barghaan@usdoj.gov

ATTORNEYS FOR FEDERAL RESPONDENTS



