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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 
Greenbelt Division 

LIDIA YESENIA YAT SALAM, 

Petitioner, 

v. Civ. No. 1:25-cv-03240 

KRISTI NOEM, ef al., Hon. Lydia Kay Griggsby 

Respondents. 
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NOTICE OF SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITY 

Petitioner, through undersigned counsel, hereby submits additional authority for the 

Court’s consideration of the Petition for a Writ of Habeas Corpus (ECF No. 1). Respondents filed 

their opposition to the Petition as a motion to dismiss on October 14, 2025. ECF No. 7. Petitioner 

filed her reply in support of the Petition on October 28, 2025. ECF No. 8. The Court scheduled 

this matter for argument on December 18, 2025. ECF No. 10. 

On November 3, 2025, U.S, Citizenship and Immigration Services issued the attached 

policy alert, which addressed whether U nonimmigrant status (colloquially, a “U visa”) constituted 

an admission. See Appendix 1, ECF No. 12-1 (also available at: 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/2025 1] 103- 

AOSAdmission.pdf, (last visited on December 17, 2025)). Petitioner has a pending Form I-918 U 

visa petition. See I-918 receipt notice, ECF Nos. 8-1; and related category C14 work authorization, 

ECF No. 8-2. Respondents have argued that Petitioner is “an applicant for admission” and “seeking 

admission.” Response 6. Further, Respondents argued that “her failure to apply for legal 

immigration status during the past twenty years is not determinative. By virtue of her continued
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presence in the U.S. without being properly admitted, Petitioner is in fact seeking admission into 

the United States.” Opp. at 8. Petitioner rebutted that while she is seeking valid nonimmigrant 

status, she is not seeking “an admission,” which is a term of art defined by the Immigration and 

Nationality Act that requires a lawful entry. Reply at 8-9. Petitioner avers that she is merely seeking 

legal status, without seeking another entry into the United States, and therefore is not “seeking 

admission” as required by 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2). Jd. 

The recent USCIS policy alert explains that “U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) is issuing policy guidance in the USCIS Policy Manual to reflect the conclusion by the 

U.S. Supreme Court in Sanchez v. Mayorkas, 141 S.Ct. 1809 (2021) that a grant of U nonimmigrant 

status to an alien who is in the United States is not an “admission” for purposes of adjustment of 

status under [8 U.S.C. § 1255(a)].” Appx. 1 at 1. Moreover, especially relevant here, that “the 

Supreme Court examined [8 U.S.C. § 1255(m)], noting that it allows U nonimmigrants to adjust 

status under its provisions “if they were either ‘admitted into the United States’ or ‘otherwise 

a 
provided nonimmigrant status’” and concluding that the statutory language was a plain statement 

of the distinction between nonimmigrant status and admission.” Jd. USCIS concludes that “a grant 

of U nonimmigrant status to an alien in the United States is not an admission for purposes of 

adjustment of status under INA 245(a).” Jd. 
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Accordingly, Petitioner asks that the Court take this recent authority into account in 

considering the Petition for a writ of habeas. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: December 17, 2025  /s/ Leah Haynes 
Leah Haynes, Esq. 

D.Md. Bar no. 31800 
Murray Osorio PLLC 

4103 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 300 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

Telephone: 703-352-2399 
Facsimile: 703-763-2304 
lhaynes@murrayosorio.com 

Counsel for Petitioner
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that on this date, I uploaded the foregoing, along with all 

attachments thereto, to this Court’s CM/ECF case management system, which will send a Notice 

of Electronic Filing (NEF) to all counsel of record. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: December 17, 2025 és/ Leah Haynes _ 

Leah Haynes, Esq. 

D.Md. Bar no. 31800 
Murray Osorio PLLC 

4103 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 300 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

Telephone: 703-352-2399 

Facsimile: 703-763-2304 
lhaynes@murray osorio.com 

Counsel for Petitioner


